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ISSUED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


FOUR NOTABLE ACQUISITIONS 


The notes on the Library's acquisition of unusual books which 
occasionally appear here are only the cold records of ownership; 
behind them stand the long, honorable tradition of the Library, the 
zeal of its staff, and frequently the invaluable assistance of the 
Library's friends. Four recent acquisitions of note, and the stories 
behind them, are tributes to those priceless ingredients of success- 
ful book collecting. 


From Germany the Library has received microfilm copies of 
150 inaugural dissertations submitted in typescript to the University 
‘of Frankfurt 1946-1949. These are the only copies available in any 
form anywhere except in the University itself. They were acquired 
through the successful cooperation of Frankfurt's librarian, Prof. 
Dr. Hanns Eppelsheimer, to whom the project was proposed in con- 
versation two years ago, a commercial photographer in Frankfurt, 
who undertook the filming at a time when photographic equipment 
and supplies were short in Germany, and the Department of State 
which smoothed the path, paid the bills, and shipped the film. 


Alfred E. Cohn's The Burden of Disease in the United States 
(N. Y., Oxford, 1950) is an interesting and important new book and 
its presence in the Library is taken for granted, but thanks to Dr. 
Cohn the Library can shelve with it an unpublished typescript copy 
of the supplementary tables which were used in preparation of the 
published work and which add greatly to its stature and its interest. 
These tables were deposited in only three libraries, and the Army 


Medical Library deems it a tribute to be among them. 


Another recent addition to the collections is a splendid copy of 
Johann Remmelin’s Kleiner Weltspiegel... Ulm, 1661, a fascinating 
anatomical atlas with the movable SALT in perfect condition. This’ 
Copy was a gift to Lieutenant Colonel Walter R. deForest MC, Chief 
of the Medical Affairs and Public Welfare Branch of the Office of the 
U. 8S. High Commissioner for Germany, from the physicians of Ulm, 
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Printing cost borne by Association of Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical Library. 
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in recognition of his services to the medical profession in occupied 
Germany. Colonel deForest, as a good government servant and a 
friend of the Library, contented himself with the spirit of the gift, 
and presented us with the book itself. 


Finally, when Dr. Mayer ran across a reference to the Histoire 
de la Médecine du Vietman by Dr. Duong Ba Banh (Hanoi, 1947), there 
Seemed little likelihood of our being able to procure a copy from war- 
torn Indo-China. A letter to the Dean of the Medical Faculty of the 
University of Hanoi, however, provoked the reply that although this 
was an unpublished dissertation, in consideration of benefits which 
Hanoi had reaped from our exchange program the University was 
pleased to send us its second copy. 


The Library takes pride in acquisitions such as these which 
demonstrate the regard in which it is held in many quarters and the 
assistance it can summon to its procurement problems. 


POLICY ON SCOPE AND COVERAGE 


A small pamphlet entitled Policy on Scope and Coverage has 
been prepared by gathering together pertinent papers on the subject 
which have resulted from the Library's efforts in this field over a 
period of the last year and a half. The papers include: the original 
directive of November 1949 setting up the Army Medical Library's 
Committee on Scope and Coverage; an abridgment of the March 1950 
report of that Committee; Library Order No. 3 of February 195, 
which sets forth in the form of a directive the Army Medical Library 











policy on scope and coverage, as derived from recommendations of | 


the Committee; and Library Order No. 6 which reconstitutes the 
Committee and prescribes the particular areas to which its atten- 
tion should be devoted during the coming year. 


The problems of scope and coverage are infinite in number, 
constantly present new facets for questioning and decision, and con- 
sequently are never to be completely solved. The papers presented’ 
in this pamphlet therefore offer no final answers, but rather serve 
as a Starting point for further discussions and sharpening of the 
issues. The pamphlet is presented because it is felt that the papers 
which it includes will be of interest outside the Library, in other 
Situations where similar problems are being faced. 


Copies of Policy on Scope and Coverage may be obtained by 
making application to the Director, Army Medical Library, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. 
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EXHIBITS 


The March exhibit, on puerperal fever, will begin with case his- 
tories from Hippocrates' Epidemics and pay tribute to the contribu- 
tions of the British physicians Charles White (1773) and Sir Thomas 
Watson (1842), of Holmes and Semmelweis, and will include some 
present day papers on prevention and treatment. 


Currently on display is a selection of bookplates from the col- 
lection of Dr. Morris Fishbein, recently presented by him to the 
Library. These are excellent examples of the bookplate art and will 
become a part of our Art Section collection. It will be recalled 
that Dr. Fishbein is the author of an interesting article, "Medical 
Bookplates" [Bulletin of the Society of Medical History of Chicago, 
Volume II, 1917-1922, p. 303-320], which is generously illustrated 
and has an appended list of early American bookplates together with. 
a short description and thumbnail sketch of their owners. 





The Army Medical Library participated in the exhibits spon- 
sored by the American Documentation Institute at the Library of 
Congress on 15 February 1951. 


CAPTAIN TUCKER AT AML 


Captain Harold W. Tucker, Medical Service Corps, reported 
for duty at the Army Medical Library on 27 February 1951. He will 
serve in the capacity of Adjutant. 


_ Captain Tucker is on military leave of absence from the Gary 
ronan Public Library, where he was Head Librarian. His former 
ibrary experience includes service as Assistant Librarian at the Gary 
Public Library (1946-1947) and as Associate Director of the St. Louis 
County Library, St. Louis, Missouri, from January 1947 to May 1950. 
Before World War II, Captain Tucker also served in the Industry and 
Science Department of the Enoch Pratt Library and at the Dayton 
[Ohio] Public Library. 


He received his BS degree in library science at the University 
of Illinois in 1938 and his MA degree at the University of Chicago 
Library School in 1941. 


Captain Tucker's World War I military service was with the 
Medical Department of the Army in New Guinea and the Philippines 
from 1942 to 1946, with station and general hospitals. 
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PUBLICATIONS 


The Catalog Division recently has completed a number of items 
for publication, including: 


AML Classification. 276 p. 

The Classification was delivered to the publisher on 8 February 
for photo-offset reproduction. At this time decisions are pending as 
to whether the Classification will be sold by the Superintendent of 
Documents and, if so, at what price. As soon as publication infor- 
mation is available, notification will be given by the Library. 





AML Author Catalog 1950. 722 p. $17.50. 

This publication, on which Miss M. Ruth MacDonald re - 
ported at the 1950 meeting of the Association of Honorary Consultants, 
went to press on 30 January and is scheduled to appear about the 
middle of April. Orders for the Author Catalog should be addressed 
to the Card Division, Library of Congress, Washington 25, D. C. 





AML Catalog Cards. 1951. $100. 

Cards currently being prepared are available on sub- 
scription. A 195] subscription covers one copy of each multilithed 
card printed during the year. At least 10,000 cards will be sup- 
plied to 1951 subscribers, in semimonthly shipments. Subscriptions 
should be addressed to the Card Division, Library of Congress, 


Washington 25, D. C. 


Sample List of Current Subject Headings. 

In order to secure a sample list of Army Medical Library 
subject headings, some reprints of the 82-page subject index of the 
1950 Author Catalog havebeen ordered. The subject index includes 
every subject heading assigned during 1950 to material classified 
within the scope of the Army Medical Library Classification. The 
reprints will be available to medical librarians who are willing to 
check and report to us on the subject heading forms, coverage, and s0 
forth. Some copies also will be available on loan. Requests for 
copies of the reprints should be addressed to the Catalog Division, 
Army Medical Library, Washington 25, D. C. 











Procedure for Organizing Small Military Medical Libraries. 
This [4-page multilithed outline has been prepared in 
answer to numerous questions received by the Library. Requests 
for copies should be addressed to the Catalog Division, Army 
Medical Library, Washington 25, D. C. 








